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Senate Constituent Question – What is the protocol for issuing alerts in campus emergencies? 
 
This question stems from two recent incidents – a March 20th fire on the roof of the old science 
building that is being demolished, and a March 27th rupture of a gas line by construction 
workers at the Bishop Hall construction site. 
 
The responsibility for determining whether campus-wide alerts rests with the Vice President for 
Finance and Management, and that decision is based on the recommendations of emergency 
personnel at the scene (University Police, Buffalo Fire, Environmental Health and Safety, 
College Facilities).  For both of the incidents in question the VP for Finance and Management, 
the Chief of University Police, and a representative of College Relations were on campus and 
communicating about the need for a campus alert, and were ready to issue one if we 
determined it to be necessary. 
 
In the science building fire, University Police on the scene evacuated the Classroom building for 
a short period of time as a safety precaution and personally advised residents of Perry Hall of 
the situation.  A perimeter was established around the site by UPD in conjunction with Buffalo 
Fire, and Buffalo Fire determined that there was no threat to public safety.  As a result, we 
determined that an alert to the campus was not necessary. 
 
In the Bishop Hall gas leak, Cleveland Hall was directly affected because of the proximity of the 
building air intakes to the ruptured pipe.  The fire alarm in the Building was pulled by UPD to 
evacuate the building, and surrounding buildings were evacuated by UPD as a safety 
precaution.  The ruptured pipe occurred in an enclosed construction area, and an additional 
perimeter was established by UPD and Buffalo Fire.  Once Cleveland Hall and surrounding 
buildings were evacuated we determined that a campus alert was unnecessary. 
 
Note that any alert issued through our system must be campus-wide; the alert system does not 
have the capability of targeting specific buildings or groups of people.  In addition, we need to 
use the alert system judiciously to ensure that when it is actually needed and used, people pay 
attention to it. 
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